54                 BALZAC'S  YOUTH
a chaos of doubt and difficulty—the determination to persevere, and to become a writer at any cost.
He therefore, to his father's  consternation, announced his objection to following a legal career, and begged to be allowed an opportunity of proving his literary powers.    Thereupon there were lively discussions in the family; but at last the kindly M. de Balzac, apparently against his wife's wishes, yielded to his son's earnest entreaties, and allowed him two  years in which  to try his fortune as a writer.   The friends of the family were  loud  in their exclamations of disapproval at the folly of this proceeding, which would, they said, waste two of the best years of Honore's life.    As far as they could see, he possessed no genius ; and even if he were to  succeed in a literary   career,   he would certainly not gain a fortune, which after all was the principal thing to be considered.    However, either the strenuousness and force of Honore°s arguments, or the softness of his father's heart, prevailed in his favour; and in spite of the opposition of the whole of his little world, he was allowed to have his own way, and to make trial of his powers.    The rest of the family retired to Villeparisis,   about  sixteen miles from Paris, and he was established in a small attic at No. 9, Rue Lesdiguieres, which was chosen by him for its nearness  to  the Bibliotheque de 1'Arsenal, the only public  library  of which the contents were unknown to  him.     At  the  same time, appearances,   always  all-important   in   the Balzac family, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
